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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Verse 1:19 is the key to understanding how to divide the book of Revelation. Jesus told John to write: (1) the things which he had seen, and (2) the things which are, and (3) the things which shall be hereafter. John wrote these things, and God preserved a copy for us, as the book of Revelation in our Bible. In the very first section of this book, John wrote about the things he had seen in his life before the writing of this book. This is chapter one. Then, he wrote about “the things which are”, or the situation of churches at the end of the first century, when John wrote the book. This second section also describes the entire church age in which we live. This is chapters two and three. The third section, the rest of the book, describes “the things which shall be hereafter”, or what will happen after the present church age is finished, when Jesus returns.
2. If we think back on all that we have studied so far in the first chapter, we will understand the meaning of “what John had seen”. In the first few verses, he identifies himself as the one who had already written a record of the Word of God. He had written the testimony of Jesus Christ in the Gospel of John. He says in Rev. 1:3 that he wrote the “things that he saw”. The most important thing that had happened in John’s life was that he saw Jesus. He was an eyewitness to all of the ministry of Christ. John was one of the very first of the followers of Jesus. He had been a disciple of John the Baptist. In John 1:35-39, he tells how the great Baptist pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” John (the apostle) left John the Baptist, and began to follow Jesus instead. He and Andrew spent that day with Jesus, and later, he became the apostle with the closest personal relationship to Christ. The Bible calls him, “the disciple whom Jesus loved”.
3. John personally saw the life and ministry of Jesus. He saw Jesus perform miracles and drive the moneychangers out of the temple. He saw Jesus speak to the sinful woman at the well. He saw Jesus heal the sick and raise the dead. He saw Jesus feed the multitudes and walk on the water. He saw Jesus preach in the temple, and on the hills of Galilee. He saw Jesus teach large crowds of people, and small groups of disciples. He saw Jesus answer the hard questions of the scribes and Pharisees. He saw Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a young donkey, fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy. He saw Jesus wash his feet and share the bread and the cup at the last supper. He saw Jesus pray in the garden of Gethsemane. He saw Jesus arrested and tried. He saw Jesus die on the cross. He saw the empty tomb, and he saw the risen Christ. He saw Jesus ascend to the sky from the Mount of Olives. John did not just tell us what he heard about Jesus. He told us what he saw. He saw Jesus.
4. John writes “what he saw” in chapter 1. He writes about Jesus, the Faithful Witness, the first Begotten of the dead, the Prince of the kings of the earth, the One Who loved us and washed us from our sins in His Own blood. He writes about the One Who made us kings and priests, Who will have glory and dominion for ever, Who is coming again with clouds. John writes about Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, the First and the Last, Who is, and was, and is to come, the Almighty. John writes about the Son of man, with snow white hair, eyes like fire, feet like brass, a trumpet voice like the sound of many waters, with seven stars in His right hand, a sharp sword coming from His mouth, and a face that shines like the sun. John writes of the One who was dead, but lives forevermore, Who has the keys of hell and death. John was faithful to write what he saw. He wrote about Jesus.
5. Jesus told John to write “the things which are”. John probably saw this vision and wrote this book in about 96 AD. At that time, the Gospel had already spread throughout the Roman Empire. Missionaries like Paul, Barnabas, Silas, and Timothy had preached and started churches in many places. This process has continued for nearly 2000 years. People who hear and believe the Gospel receive Christ for salvation. Then they join a local church to help bring the good news to other people, so they may also be saved. These churches send preachers to other places, so more people may be saved, and more churches established. These local churches are the focus of the work of God in this age. When John writes about “the things which are“, he writes about the churches.
6. When we study the next two chapters, we will clearly see that they are all about local churches. John writes a personal message from Jesus to seven different churches, which are all located in the Roman province of Asia. This is not the Asia in the Far East. It is an area that we would recognize today as the western part of Turkey. These were certainly not the only churches that existed at that time, but these were churches that knew John personally. History says that John was the pastor of one of them, at Ephesus, and the rest of them were located nearby. Jesus had something to say to each of these local churches that existed in that day.

7. We accept that these seven messages spoke to seven real local churches at the end of the first century, but we also understand that these messages speak to all true churches today. We need to apply these messages to our own lives and our own churches. We will see that these were seven different kinds of churches. All of these messages have instructions for us, but we may see that some of them are especially appropriate to a church of a particular type. Different kinds of churches need different warnings, encouragements, and instructions.
8. We will also see that the seven different churches can represent seven different ages of church history. Revelation does not specifically say that the churches stand for different periods of time, but the student of history will be amazed to see how much the descriptions of the seven churches correspond to the events of different ages in church history. All of the messages to the churches speak to us today, but we can take special notice of the message that speaks about the time in which we live.
9. Jesus told John to write “the things which shall be hereafter”. When the present age of the churches comes to an end, when Jesus comes in the clouds to take all believers to Himself, certain events will take place. These are revealed to us in chapters 4-22. Believers will gather in Heaven to rejoice and praise God. The earth will suffer the Great Tribulation. The Antichrist will rule for a while, but Jesus will come to defeat him at Armageddon. Christ will rule the world for 1000 years. On the great judgment day, Satan will be cast into hell, together with all unbelievers. The saved will live forever with God in the heavenly city.
