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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The church at Ephesus was a very good church. In many ways, it was an example of what a church ought to be. Jesus, Who knows the works of every church, commended this church for many admirable qualities. It was actively serving the Lord. It was a hard working church, clean, zealous for the truth, and pure in doctrine. It surprises us to see in verse 2:4 that Jesus said, “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee.” What did Jesus have against such a wonderful church?
2. Verse 2:4 - “Thou hast left thy first love.” This is a very serious fault, because love for Jesus is the most important issue for a church or an individual Christian. When Jesus was asked to identify the most important commandment of the law, He answered, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.” (Mt. 22:37-38) Too often, we think that we impress God with the good works that we do for Him. We may think that God is impressed because we keep ourselves clean from sinful deeds. He notices our labor and our purity, but all that is not as important to Him as our love.
3. The Bible compares our relationship with Jesus to a marriage relationship. (Eph. 5:23-32, 2Cor. 11:2, Rev. 19:7-8) He is the Bridegroom, and we are the bride of Christ. Imagine a marriage, in which the wife works very hard to serve the husband. She cooks the meals, cleans the house, washes the clothes and dishes, and takes care of the garden and the children. She is also a very faithful wife, and keeps herself from all other men. She is pure and clean. She bathes regularly, uses perfume, and wears clean, attractive clothing. She styles her hair, and uses a little makeup to make herself look good. Certainly her husband would be happy with such a wife. But what if she never talks to him, never expresses her love for him, and never listens when he speaks to her? What if she never praises him, or thanks him for the good things he does for her? What if she is ashamed to tell others that he is her husband? We would say, “The honeymoon is over.” No amount of good works and purity could take the place of love.

4. Jesus noticed and appreciated the service and the righteousness of the Ephesian church, but He was not happy with them, because they did not love Him as they loved Him at the first. Jesus faced this same problem when He visited the home of Mary and Martha in Bethany. (Lk. 10:38-42) Martha worked hard to prepare a good meal for Jesus, while her sister Mary sat at the feet of Jesus and listened to His word. Martha became angry with Mary, and with Jesus, too. She said, “Lord, don’t you care that Mary is sitting here doing nothing, while I am working so hard to serve you? Tell her to come and help me!” Jesus knew that Martha was working hard for Him, but He was disappointed that she did not want to spend time with Him. He said, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” The love and fellowship of Mary was far more important to Him than the hard work of Martha.
5. Jesus said that the church had left their “first love”. When they first came to faith in Christ, their love was warm and intense. They loved to spend time with Him in prayer. They eagerly read the Bible as a love letter from Him. They praised Him and thanked Him for every blessing. They were excited to tell everyone about Him, not because they knew it was their duty, but because they loved Him so much. It is natural that this “honeymoon” of first love will cool off with the passing of time, because we are sinful creatures, but we need to keep going back to that first love. We need to remember to adore Him, even as we are active for Him. We need to spend time with Him, even as we do things for Him. Jesus was not happy with this church, because even though they lived right, and believed right, and served right, they did not love right.
6. It may be said that the main reason God created man was to fellowship with him. God made the earth and the heavens for man, but He created the man for Himself. God and man walked together in fellowship in the Garden of Eden. When man sinned, that fellowship was broken. (Gen. 3:8, Is. 59:2) God was willing to come to earth and die on the cross, so that fellowship could be restored. (2Cor. 5:18-20) Christians have the opportunity to fellowship with God, but many times they don’t. God is disappointed when His children don’t spend time with Him.

7. Verse 4:5 - Christ gives advice and a warning to this church. First, He tells them to remember. He wanted them to think about the days when they loved Him more than anything else. He wanted them to realize how far they had fallen. He wanted them to compare and see the difference between what they were like then, and what they are like now. Jesus remembered what they were like then, when He enjoyed their love. He would have been happy to have them to be again like they used to be
8. Then, He tells them to repent. He wanted them to turn around, to change their direction, to think differently, and to act differently. Repentance is essential for everyone who is not following God. Sinners need to repent of their unbelief, and turn to Christ for salvation. Saved people need to repent of their sins, and turn to Christ for fellowship. God does not need to change. He is in the same place where He always was. We are the ones who need to turn around. We need to change direction and come back to close fellowship with God. A wife once complained to her husband, that they did not sit close together in the car, as they did when they were first married. The husband said, “I am still in the same place, behind the steering wheel. Who moved?”
9. Jesus advises the church to “do the first works”. We have already seen that this church was busy doing good works, but something had changed over the years. IN the first years, their service was motivated by love for Christ. Now, they were just going through the motions, ради галочки but their heart was not involved. He tells them to read the Bible, to pray, to witness, to serve, to do many of the same things that they were already doing, but to do them because of love, and not just out of obligation. He wanted Martha to sit at His feet and fellowship with Him, like Mary did.
