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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Revelation 1:4 begins a greeting from the apostle John to the seven churches of Asia. These seven churches were real local churches in the first century, but the number seven is the symbol of completeness and perfection, so we can say that John was greeting all true churches. There were seven different types of churches, so John greets all different kinds of true churches. The seven churches have characteristics that correspond to seven time periods of New Testament history, so John was greeting all true churches in every age. We can be confident that this greeting is addressed to us as well.
2. In John’s greeting to us, he prays that we will have grace and peace. Grace always comes before peace, and you cannot have peace without first knowing God’s grace. Christ’s sinless life, His sacrifice on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead purchased grace for us. When we experience God’s grace, we can have peace in our hearts, even if there is trouble all around us in this sinful world.  
3. John says that grace comes from God the Father, (Him which is, and which was, and which is to come), and from God the Holy Spirit, (the seven Spirits which are before his throne), and from God the Son (Jesus Christ - verse 1:5). John describes Jesus in three ways. Jesus is [1] the faithful witness, [2] the first begotten of the dead, and [3] the prince of the kings of the earth. When we talk about the wonderful characteristics of Christ, we are praising Him. Let’s look at these three descriptions of Jesus, with praise in our hearts. He is wonderful. We can’t say too many good things about Him.

4. Jesus is the faithful Witness. In Psalm 89:36-37, God says that the Seed of David “shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.” Who is this seed? It is the same one Who was called the Seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15, Who would come to defeat the devil. It is the same one Who was called the Seed of Abraham in Genesis 22:18, Who would bless all the nations of the Earth. This is Jesus Christ, the faithful witness. He is faithful because He will endure forever. He is as faithful as the sun and the moon; He will always be there when you need Him. You can trust Him to tell the truth. Praise Him for His faithfulness.
5. He is the faithful Witness. What is His testimony? In John 3:11, He told Nicodemus, “Ye receive not our witness.” In the next verse, He says that Нe wants to tell us “of heavenly things”. In John 3:31-32, John the Baptist says about Jesus, “He that cometh from heaven is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.” Jesus came to witness to us a message from heaven. He told us about heaven, and how to get there. He bore witness of Salvation and eternal life. He bore witness of Himself. (Jn. 8:14) He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (Jn. 14:6) His witness is true. (Jn. 8:14)
6. Jesus, the faithful Witness, is also the first begotten of the dead. He was not the first one to die. Adam died spiritually the day he sinned. Jesus was not the first to be raised from the dead. Several people in the Bible were raised from the dead, but then they died again. Jesus was the first to die and then to get up from the dead, never to die again. His resurrection is a sample of our future resurrection. 1Corinthians 15:20-23 tells us that Christ is “the firstfruits of them that slept”. Farmers can examine the first fruits of their harvest and tell what the main harvest will be like. We can examine the way Christ rose from the dead, and see that we, too, will rise, never to die again.

7. We die because we are descended from Adam. “In Adam all die”. If we believe in Jesus Christ, our faith puts us in Christ. “In Christ shall all be made alive.” He rose from the dead to prove that He had power over death. His resurrection proves that He can raise us from the dead. He arose almost 2000 years ago. When He comes again, they that are Christ’s will rise. The dead in Christ shall rise from the dead. Those who are still living when He comes will rise to meet Him in the air. (1Thess. 4:16-17) Praise Him for giving us the hope that we will have victory over death.
8. Jesus, the faithful Witness, and the first begotten of the dead, is also “the prince of the kings of the earth”. We need to understand the relationship between Jesus Christ and the rulers of this world. Daniel 4:32 says, “The most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will”. God is involved in the governments of the world. To accomplish His purposes, He controls them. “He removeth kings, and setteth up kings”. (Daniel 2:21) Sometimes God sets up a good king, and uses him to bring about justice. Sometimes God sets up an evil king, and uses him to punish the wicked. God is the highest authority.
9. Daniel prophesied that there would be four great kingdoms of men on the earth. (Dan. 2) The first was Babylon, where Daniel lived. The second was Media-Persia, which destroyed Babylon during Daniel’s lifetime. The third was Greece, and the fourth was Rome. We live today in a world that is dominated by Europe and America, which is all that remains of the old Roman Empire. All of these empires were lifted up by God, each in its own time, to accomplish His plan. Their power ended when God decided to raise up another empire. 

10. Daniel’s prophecy tells of another kingdom that will come to replace the old Roman Empire that controls the world today. It is pictured as a stone, which was “cut out without hands”. This is a symbol of Jesus Christ. “Cut out without hands” means that He did not come into this world in the normal human way. He was born of a virgin. No man was involved. In Daniel’s prophecy, the stone destroyed the fourth world kingdom and “became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth”. Jesus already controls the world’s kingdoms, but someday He will come to rule the world Himself.
11. Just before He went back to heaven, Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”. (Mt. 28:18) He is the highest authority. He is called “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords”. (1Tim 6:15) He is “far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come”. (Eph. 1:21) For the time being, He controls the kingdoms of earth to accomplish His purposes, but when He comes back, He will rule. He will have “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:14) 
