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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Each of the messages to the seven churches has an eternal promise for overcomers (saved people). This message to Pergamos promises that we may eat of God’s hidden manna. This includes our heavenly food that we will eat in Heaven, such as the fruit of the tree of life, but more importantly, it refers to the spiritual nourishment that we find in Jesus Christ, the Bread of life. When we fellowship with Him through Bible reading and prayer, He feeds and strengthens our souls. This promise is true for all believers in all ages.
2. The next part of the eternal promise in this message says that Jesus will give each believer a white stone. In Roman times, this was a symbol that an accused defendant in court was declared to be not guilty. The wonderful doctrine of justification teaches us that Jesus took our sins away, paid for them on the cross, and put the righteousness of Christ on our account, so that we will stand before God just as if we had never sinned. (Rom. 3:19-28) The white stone is a picture of the pure soul of the believer, which is washed from every stain of sin. This stone is surely a precious stone, like a diamond, that is beautiful and durable.
3. Verse 2:17 – “and in the stone a new name written”. The Bible has much to say about names that are written in Heaven. Moses said that God had written his name in a book. God said that the names of sinners would be blotted out of His book. (Ex. 32:32-33) David talked about God blotting out the names of his enemies from the book of life, so that their names would not be written with the righteous. (Ps. 69:28) Daniel said that God would deliver all of His people that are written in His book. (Dan. 12:1) Jesus told His disciples to rejoice because their names are written in Heaven. (Lk. 10:20) Paul said that his fellow laborers were written in the book of life. (Phil. 4:3) The writer of Hebrews described the heavenly city as a place for those who are written in Heaven. (Heb. 12:22-23)
4. In Revelation, John tells us more about names written in Heaven. Here is this promise of a new name written in the white stone. In verse 3:5, Jesus promises never to blot a believer’s name out of the book of life. Verse 3:12 says that He will write God’s name, the name of God’s city (New Jerusalem), and the new name upon the believer. Verse 13:8 says that people who are not written in the book will worship the Antichrist. In verse 14:1, the 144,000 preachers have God the Father’s name written in their foreheads. The evil woman in verse 17:5 has an evil name written on her forehead. When Jesus appears in chapter 19:12-16, He has a name written upon Him, and written upon His clothing and His thigh are the names KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. On judgment day in verse 20:15, all who are not written in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire. Verse 21:27 tells us that people may not enter the heavenly city unless their names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
5. Although we do not completely understand everything about the names written in God’s book, we may combine all the information from these verses to have a general idea of God’s record system. Everyone who has ever lived has been written in a book. The written name, at first, is an earthly name. It is probably the name that they had from birth, since people in the Bible are known by their birth names. When a person is saved, his name in God’s book is changed to a new name. This new name includes the name of God, the name of God’s city, and the person’s new name. For example, Jacob’s earthly name meant “supplanter”, but we know that God changed his name to Israel, which means “a prince with God”. Perhaps his old name was recorded in God’s book as, “Jacob, a son of Adam, a sinner, from earth”. His new name in God’s book would be something like, “Israel, the son of God, from the New Jerusalem, by the word of God”.
6. At the great judgment day, all who did not accept Christ’s gift of salvation will be blotted out of the book of life. Only God can alter His book. Their names will be gone, as if they had never existed. They will be cast into the lake of fire to be tormented forever. All saved people have a new name written in the book of life. We will live eternally with Jesus, the Lamb of God, so this book is now called “the Lamb’s book of life”. Our names will never be blotted out. At some point in the future, we will have no more memory of the people who were blotted out. They will be forgotten by their loved ones as they suffer for eternity. (Is. 65:17, Rev. 21:4, Ps. 112:6)
7. “Which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it”. The new name on the white stone is different for every person. It is the name by which God knows you. Each of His children is unique to Him. Each saved person has a personal relationship with God. You are not just a faceless number to God. He knows everything about you, even to the number of hairs on your head. You are special to Him in a way that nobody else can be.
8. The church of Pergamos represents a particular type of church. It was a worldly church. There were some in the church who held the doctrine of Balaam. They enjoyed the sinful pleasures of the world, while they pretended to be the holy people of God. The servants of God must not try to follow the ways of this wicked world. As Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters.” (Mt. 6:24) As Elijah said, “If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him”. (1Ki. 18:21) As Joshua said, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve… but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD”. (Jos. 24:15) Jesus tells worldly Christians to repent. If they will not, then He will come to their church with the sword of His mouth, and He will fight against them. The friends of the world are the enemies of God. You don’t want God to come after you as His enemy. Moses asked, “Who is on the LORD’s side?” (Ex. 32:26) We should choose to be on God’s side, and not the world’s side.
9. The church at Pergamos represents a very significant and dangerous era of church history. After the fundamental age of the first century, and the persecuted age of the second and third centuries, Satan realized that he could not destroy Christianity by killing the Christians. As more and more people died as martyrs, more and more people followed their testimony and believed in Jesus. Satan changed tactics in the early fourth century. He devised a way to destroy the Christian faith by mixing it with the world. He used a Roman emperor to make Christianity the official religion of the empire. At the time, many who had suffered persecution thought that this was a blessing from the Lord. In fact, it was a satanic curse that would do tremendous damage to the work of God. We will find out more about this sinister plan in the next lesson.
