Revelation - Lesson 7 - 1:4-5
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Verses 1-3 tell us that Revelation is a prophecy that came from God the Father, to Jesus, to an angel, to John, to the servants of God. The writer, John, identifies himself in such a way that we understand he is the apostle John. God promises a blessing to those who will read and listen to this book, and do what it says. The book shows us what will happen in the future. The events of the book will come to pass very quickly, and some of them had already started to happen in the first century. We should live in expectation that the prophesied events could take place at any moment.
2. The book of Revelation is written as a letter from John. In verse four, John addresses the letter to “the seven churches which are in Asia”. Before we learn more about these churches, let’s look at the very important number seven. This is the first use of the number seven in this book. The number seven is used 64 times in Revelation. A survey of the number seven in the Bible suggests that it is the number of perfection or completeness. God rested on the seventh day of creation, because the work was completed. The battle of Jericho was completed on the seventh day, after the Israelites marched around the city seven times. There are many more examples in the Bible of the number seven as a completion or a perfection of something.
3. The seven churches were real local churches in the region called “Asia minor”. It was not the continent of Asia; it was the Roman province of Asia. That region is known today as the western part of Turkey. There were more than just seven churches in this area, so why was the book addressed to these seven? We will learn much more about these churches, but for now it is enough to say that these seven are representatives of all the churches in the New Testament age. Seven is the number of completeness, so “seven churches” represents all true churches of Jesus Christ.
4. In future lessons, we will see that the seven churches are seven different kinds of churches. Each type of church received a specific message and instructions, so the book is addressed to all kinds of churches. We will also see that each of the seven churches represents a specific time period in New Testament history, so the book is addressed to churches in every age from the first century to the return of Christ. We may read the Revelation with confidence that it is addressed to us, and it applies to us.
5. John greets the churches with a prayer of blessing: “Grace be unto you, and peace”. This familiar phrase is found in the epistles of Paul. It seems to be a typical blessing that the apostles used to greet the believers. Grace is the unmerited favor of God, even though we deserve nothing. Everything good that happens to us is because of His grace. He saved us by His grace. He forgives us by His grace. Even when we do good things, it is only by the grace of God that we can do them. We receive these benefits of grace only because Jesus Christ has earned them for us. He took the punishment that we deserved, so that we could receive the benefits that He deserves.
6. Peace always follows grace. If you have never experienced the grace of God, you cannot have real peace. Through grace we have peace with God. Through grace we have peace of mind. Through grace we have peace with others. The nations of the world do not live in peace, because they do not know the grace of God. The world will never have real peace until it is ruled by Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. The apostle kindly greets us with a prayer that we will experience the grace of God, and His peace.
7. Verse 1:4 says that this grace and peace come “from him which is, and which was, and which is to come”. This, of course, is the eternal God. He has always been, and He will always be. Most important to us is that He IS. When Moses wanted to know His name, He said, “I AM THAT I AM.” God is not limited by time, like we are. He always IS. He is in the past, present, and future all at once. We know Him as the almighty God the Father.

8. Grace and peace also come “from the seven Spirits which are before his throne”. This is a rather confusing phrase, and Bible scholars have argued about the meaning for many years. Some have said that these Spirits are angelic beings. Revelation 8:2 talks about seven angels who stood before God. We know that there are four seraphims who fly around the throne of God, proclaiming His holiness. There are 24 elders who sit around the throne, and there are seven Spirits of God that burn before the throne as lamps of fire. (Is. 6:1-3, Rev 4:2-8) It does not seem correct to conclude that the seven Spirits are angels, because we would not expect angels to be the source of grace and peace.
9. It seems more correct to accept that the “seven Spirits” of God refers to the Holy Spirit Himself. There is only one Holy Spirit, but since seven is the number of perfection, this may be God’s way of identifying Himself as the perfect Spirit of God. Another way to explain that “seven Spirits” probably refers to the Holy Spirit is found in Isaiah 11:2. This verse talks about the Spirit of God in seven ways, or describes seven of His divine attributes. He is called “the Spirit of [1] the Lord, [2] of wisdom [3] and understanding, [4] the spirit of counsel [5] and might, [6] the spirit of knowledge [7] and of the fear of the LORD”. These are not all of His attributes, but seven are listed to symbolize His completeness and perfection. 

10. Verse 1:5 continues the thought by saying that grace and peace also come from Jesus Christ. Since 1:4 told us that grace and peace come from “Him which is, and which was, and which is to come”, and from the “seven Spirits”, it is logical to accept this as a presentation of the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Christ the Son. As John wrote in 1John 5:7, “there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” The doctrine of the Trinity seems impossible to understand, but it is certainly taught in the Bible. We may not be able to comprehend it, but we can believe it.
