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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Jesus told John to write the things which he had seen. In chapter 1, he does that by writing about Jesus Christ. John was an eyewitness to the entire earthly ministry of Christ. John’s writings were the inspired words of God, but when he wrote about Jesus, he knew that the things he wrote were true, because he had seen them. (Jn. 21:24) Then Jesus told John to write “the things which are”, or the situation that existed at the end of the first century. Immediately, in verse 20, Jesus speaks about the seven stars in His hand, that we saw in verse 16, and the seven golden candlesticks, that we saw in verse 12. These stars and candlesticks are key symbols that mark a transition from “what John had seen” to “the things which are”.
2. The stars and candlesticks were introduced earlier in the chapter, but their meaning was not explained. They were only important there because they related to Jesus. He was the theme of that section. This new section will focus on another theme, so now we will learn more about the stars and candlesticks. Jesus talks about the “mystery” of the stars and candlesticks. This word “mystery” is an important Bible concept that we need to understand. It is used many times in the New Testament.
3. Many political and religious groups have mysteries and secrets that are kept hidden from the public. This secret knowledge is only revealed to the priests, or to members of higher levels. Such groups, like the Masonic lodge, the Mormons, the Illuminati, and the Bilderbergers, require their members to promise not to reveal their secret rituals, passwords, handshakes, or the topics of discussion at their meetings. They take oaths of secrecy that include threats of severe punishment or death. The Masonic oath says that one who reveals the secrets may have his throat cut, his heart ripped out, and his body cut in two and burned to ashes.
4. Bible “mysteries” are not secret knowledge that is reserved for a select few. They are open and freely available. Jesus said, “I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.” (Jn. 18:20) A Bible mystery is a revelation of knowledge that had not been revealed previously. The mystery of the stars and candlesticks is clearly explained in this verse, but it was not revealed to mankind until 96 AD. Before it was revealed, God kept it secret. It was a “mystery”.
5. The Bible was not given to men all at once. God revealed His words to different men at different times. He spoke to Adam and Eve, to Cain and Abel, to Enoch and Noah, to Abraham and Jacob and Joseph. The first time God gave His word in writing was when He gave the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Usually, when God spoke to man, He revealed something that He had not revealed before. Moses knew mysteries that were not revealed to Abraham. David knew mysteries that Moses never knew. The prophets knew mysteries that Solomon did not know. Paul and John were used of God to reveal mysteries that the prophets did not know. These mysteries are not the secrets of science that man can figure out by observation. These mysteries can only be known when God reveals them.
6. Jesus used parables to teach about the kingdom of God. He said that this topic was a mystery. (Mt. 13:10-17, Lk. 8:10) The Old Testament talks about an earthly kingdom of the Jews, but the New Testament reveals the mystery of the heavenly kingdom of God, that the prophets did not know about. Some other mysteries that are revealed in the New Testament are: the blindness of the Jews as the Gentiles are saved (Eph. 3:3-6,9, Rom. 11:25), the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Rom. 16:25-26, Col. 1:26-27), the deity of Christ (Col. 2:2), the crucifixion as payment for sin (1Cor. 2:7-8), the rapture (1Cor. 15:51-52), the incarnation, ministry, and ascension of Jesus (1Tim. 3:16), and the church, the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:31-32).
7. The mystery of the seven stars and candlesticks is not difficult to understand. God tells us exactly what it means. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. The word angel means “messenger”. Usually it means a specially created heavenly being that serves God. Sometimes it means a human messenger. We can assume that all of God’s local churches have heavenly angels to help and protect them, but these seven angels are the human messengers. We know this very simply because John is told to write this book to the seven local churches of Asia. (vs. 1:11) In chapters 2 and 3, he is told seven times to write to an angel of a local church. John wrote and sent this book to people. These angels are the human messengers of the churches. They are the pastors of the churches.
8. It is wonderful to see that Jesus holds the pastors of the churches in right hand. He takes special care of pastors. He holds them safely in his strong hand. This reminds us that he promised to hold all saved people in His hand. (Jn. 10:28-29) No one is able to pluck a Christian or a pastor out of Christ’s hand. We are safe and secure there forever. Each of these churches only had one angel. The pastor often has many assistants, helpers, and deacons, but a church should have one pastor. He is not the head of the church; Christ is the head, but the pastor is the leader of the local church. He is to lead and take care of the church people, as a shepherd cares for sheep. The people are supposed to respect him and follow his leadership as long as he is true to the word of God. The Bible does not teach of any pastor or pope that rules over the local church pastors. (1Pet. 5:1-4, Heb. 13:7,17) This world’s sinful heroes of sport, music, and entertainment are often called “stars”. God says here that faithful pastors are the true stars.

9. The seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches. They hold the light that shines to the world. The number seven tells us that the light is God’s light. In the Old Testament, Israel was the “candlestick” that held God’s light of truth to the world. One of their symbols was a golden candlestick that had one base and seven lighted branches. It represented the one nation that God used to bear His message to the world. In the New Testament age, God shines His light from the separate and individual local churches in different places. The source of light is the same, but He uses a different tool in a different age.
10. Jesus walks in the midst of the candlesticks. He is with us in our local churches. He is the source of the light that we need to shine to the world. He is the light of the world, and as we allow Him to shine in us, we are the light of the world. We should not hide our light from the world. Our good works bring glory to God. (Jn. 8:12, Mt. 5:14-16)
