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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The first eight verses of the Revelation are an introduction. They tell us where the book came from (God), who delivered it (an angel), who wrote it (John), what comes to those who study and keep it (blessing), and to whom it was written (churches). These verses pray that we will have grace and peace from God. They praise Jesus for His wonderful qualities, and for His mighty works. These verses tell us that Jesus Christ is coming again to rule the world.
2. In verse 8, the Lord Jesus makes a declaration about Who He is. First, He says “I am Alpha and Omega”. These are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This phrase was often used by Jews to represent the wholeness or completeness of something. We do the same thing in English and in Russian. A store or restaurant advertises “everything from A to Z, from A to Я”, to say that you will find everything you want or need. Jesus is complete and sufficient. Colossians 3:11 says “Christ is all, and in all”. No matter who you are, or where you come from, Christ has what you need. 
3. Jesus says, “I am the beginning and the ending”. Perhaps you have read a story that introduces the hero at the beginning. Then the story tells you of the hero’s adventures. In the middle of the story, it often seems like the hero will fail or be defeated, but at the end of the story, he achieves victory and success. The Bible is the same way. God creates the earth and man in the beginning. He had a great plan to fellowship together with man, but sin separated man from God. Through thousand of years of history, God worked to fulfill a plan to bring man back to Himself. In the middle of the story, it often seemed that God would not accomplish his plan. 

4. Satan often tried to spoil God’s plan. The world of men became so wicked, that God destroyed them with a flood. It seemed that God’s plan had failed, but He used Noah and the ark to preserve hope. When God’s plan to fill the earth with people was not accomplished at Babel, He confused the languages, and the people dispersed. When people turned to the worship of false gods, God found Abraham, and promised to use him to bring a chosen nation into the world, which would show God’s truth to all people. When Abraham’s faith failed, God helped him to believe again. 

5. When Abraham’s descendants became a nation, Satan tried to destroy them in Egypt. God worked miracles to bring them out. The nation of Israel often turned away from God, and He often punished them until they turned back to Him. Many times, it seemed that the light of God’s promise had gone out, but God always did what was necessary to keep His plan moving forward. When Jesus was born, Satan tried to kill Him. Satan thought he had defeated God’s plan when Jesus died on the cross, but God used death to bring forth eternal life. During the 2000 years of the church age, it has often seemed that God’s plan had failed. Some of God’s best people died as martyrs, but His truth continued to be preached in every generation. God was in control at the beginning of Creation, and His plan will be accomplished at the end, revealing that He was in control all along the way. He is the beginning and the ending. Reading Revelation is like reading the last chapter of an adventure story to see that the hero does prevail in the end.
6. “Saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come”. From the context, we conclude that the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, in verse 8, is Jesus. In verse 4, we determined that He which is, and which was, and which is to come, was God the Father. This should not surprise or confuse us. The Father and the Son are so identical, that Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” (Jn. 14:9) The one true God exists as a Trinity. The three distinct persons of the Godhead are identical in deity and power. The Son is distinct enough from the Father that He prays to Him, obeys His will, and sits at His right hand. Yet, they are so much the same, that in Jesus “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. (Col. 2:9) God the Father is eternal, and so is God the Son.
7. The end of verse 8 says that Jesus is “the Almighty”. This is further proof that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God, the Creator. He came to earth to live in human form for 33 years, but He existed in eternity long before He was born in Bethlehem. He told the disciples that He had all power in heaven and in earth. (Mt. 28:18-20) Then He told them to bring the Gospel to all nations. This seems like an impossible task, but the Almighty God promised to always be with us, “even unto the end of the world”.

8. Revelation 1:9 begins a new part of the chapter, in which John begins to tell us of the prophetic visions that God showed him. He tells us that he was on the Island of Patmos. John was a prisoner there, but he was not a criminal. History tells us that John was sentenced to death by the Roman authorities because of his Christian faith. The emperor Domitian required that everyone must call him by the title “Lord and God”. John preached that Jesus is Lord and God, so he was boiled in oil, but he did not die, so they exiled him to the Island of Patmos. Since the Romans could not kill John, they thought they could isolate him, so that he could not communicate his message. They completely failed! John’s message went out from Patmos to cover the entire world.
9. John writes to the churches, not as an apostle that is higher than them, but as a brother. When he wrote this book, he was the last surviving member of the twelve disciples. If there had been a hierarchy of human authority among the churches, John would have been at the top of it. He does not call himself “Holy Father”, or “potentate”, or “supreme priest”. Instead, he calls himself “your brother”. All Christians ought to treat one another as brothers and sisters in Christ.
10. John also says to the churches that he is their “companion in tribulation”. He had suffered many things for the faith, but he knew that the people in the churches were also suffering. He does not complain or feel sorry for himself. His attitude is, “We are all in this together.” He encourages them by sharing the suffering with them. Then he reminds them of the future glory they will share, when he says he is their companion in “the kingdom of Jesus Christ”. Suffering Christians must never forget that their pain will end when Jesus returns. John also says he is their companion in “patience”. Since Jesus has not come yet, we must face our sufferings patiently until He comes.
