Israel lesson 93 - David the Philistine
Student







Date




Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When King Saul was hunting for David, trying to kill him, David proved that he was not Saul’s enemy. Saul went into a cave to rest, not knowing that David and his men were hiding there. David’s men wanted him to kill Saul, but David refused. He quietly went up to Saul in the darkness of the cave and cut off the bottom part of Saul’s robe. When Saul went out of the cave, David called to Saul, and showed him that he could have killed him, but he did not. David lived by the principle, “I will not touch God’s anointed king.” He even felt sorry that he had cut Saul’s robe.
2. Saul felt very sorry for the way he had tried to kill David. He said, “You have been good to me, but I have been evil to you. I know that you will be the next king.” David might have expected Saul to stop trying to kill him, but he kept hiding, just to be safe. Some of the people who lived in the area where David was hiding came to Saul, and told him where David was. When Saul heard this news, his old jealousy was stirred up again, and he brought out an army of 3000 men to capture David. (1Sam. 26)
3. Saul came to the place where David had been seen, and set up his camp. David was not there, but he was close enough to see that Saul had come. He and his nephew Abishai came late at night, to look at Saul’s camp. They could see that Saul was fast asleep in the middle of the camp, with all his men camped around him. Everybody in Saul’s camp was sleeping, because God had caused them all to fall into a deep sleep. David and Abishai quietly walked past all of the sleeping soldiers, right up to the sleeping king. Saul’s top general, Abner, was sleeping there, too. Abner was Saul’s uncle.
4. Abishai whispered to David, “God has delivered your enemy to you. Let me kill him! I will pin him to the ground with a spear, and I will not have to strike him twice.” David answered, “No, I will not touch God’s anointed king. God may strike him dead, but my hand will not do it. ” David took Saul’s spear and his water bottle, and they quietly left. When they reached the top of a nearby hill, David shouted and woke up Saul and his men. He said, “Abner! Why didn’t you protect God’s anointed king? While you were sleeping, someone came in and could have killed him. Look at this spear and this water bottle. You are not worthy to live, Abner!” Saul recognized David’s voice, and realized that David had spared his life again, proving that he was not his enemy.
5. Saul said, “I have been a fool! I have sinned! Come back, David, and I will not hurt you. God bless you for sparing my life.” David promised to never hurt Saul, and he left Saul’s spear and bottle on the hilltop. Then he ran away into the darkness. When he got back to his hiding place, he became discouraged. He said, “Saul will never stop chasing me. Someday he will catch me and kill me. I need to find a safe place to hide. No place in Israel is safe. I will go back to Philistine country.” (1Sam. 27) David took his army of 600 men and went to King Achish, in the Philistine city of Gath. He offered himself and his men to serve Achish as an elite military unit. Achish was glad to have such mighty men on his side. He trusted David, because he knew about the trouble between David and Saul.
6. Achish gave David the city of Ziklag, and David and his men lived there for a year and four months. While David lived in Ziklag, he made secret raids on the enemies of Israel. Achish thought that David was fighting against the border towns of Israel. Achish thought that David had become an enemy of Israel, so he was sure that David would be loyal to him and the Philistines. At this time, the Philistines were preparing a major invasion against Israel. (1Sam. 28:1) Achish was glad to have such great warriors as David and his men in the Philistine army. He told David that they would fight together against Israel. David said, “You will see what we can do!” Achish said that David’s men would be his personal bodyguards.

7. All the Philistine leaders gathered their armies together. They had a grand parade, in which each leader marched out with his own army. (1Sam. 29) When Achish marched out, the Philistine princes were shocked to see David marching at the head of his bodyguards. They said, “What are these Hebrews doing here? Isn’t this the famous David, of whom they sing songs, that he has killed tens of thousands of Philistines?” Achish tried to explain, “David has become the enemy of Saul. He will fight for us against the army of Israel.” The other leaders said, “No, no, no! We don’t trust him. He will turn against us in the battle, and kill us, so he can become a friend of Saul again. We will not allow him to be in our army.”
8. Achish sadly told David that he would not be able to be in his army. David was insulted! He said, “What have I done wrong?” Achish said, “I trust you. You have been good to me, like an angel of God, but the rest of the leaders refuse to let you go with us. I’m sorry, but you have to go home.” David went home to Ziklag, and the Philistines went to fight against Israel. God used these circumstances to prevent David from fighting against Israel. We do not know whether or not David had planned to turn against the Philistines in the battle, but he was not thinking clearly at this time, so he probably would have fought against his own people. If he had planned to betray the Philistines, God would probably have allowed him to go to war.
9. David and his men arrived home in Ziklag to find a disaster. Amalekites had invaded the city while they were gone. The city was burned. All of their possessions were taken. All of their wives and children had been taken away. David and his men “lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep”. Then some of the men began to complain against David. They said that it was all David’s fault, and they began to speak of stoning him to death. David was very sad, but he decided to turn to God for help. He prayed together with Abiathar the priest. God told him, “Pursue the Amalekites. You will catch them, and you will recover all that they took.”
10. David and his men chased the Amalekites. God helped him to find them. When he found them, they were having a big party to celebrate the great treasures they had captured in the land of the Philistines. David’s men attacked them and killed almost all of them. All of the wives and children were safely recovered. Everything that was stolen from them was recovered, and they took all of the other captured treasures. David’s men were happy with him again. Some of them complained, because those who fought the most wanted a bigger share of the treasure than the others who took care of the supplies. David made a rule: “Everyone in my army gets an equal share of the treasure, whether he fights or watches the supplies.”
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 94 - “The King and the Witch”.
