Lesson 76 worksheet - Israel: The Kinsman
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Naomi went to Moab with her family during a famine, she did not know that her two sons would marry Moabite women. She did not know that her husband and her sons would die there in Moab. When she left her home in Bethlehem to go to Moab, she thought that she would have a better life there. She should have stayed in Israel, the land of God’s people. When she finally came home from Moab, she said, “When I left Israel, life was pleasant and full, but now I am bitter and empty.”
2. The only good thing Naomi brought back with her from Moab was her daughter-in-law, Ruth. This Moabite girl decided to turn away from her false Moabite gods. She believed in the God of Israel. She was also a woman of good character. She worked hard to help take care of her mother-in-law, Naomi. The law of Israel allowed poor people to glean, or gather food in the fields after the harvesters had taken most of the crops. The law required the harvesters to leave some of the food for the poor.
3. When Ruth went out to glean, God helped her to find a barley field that belonged to Boaz, a close relative of her late husband. She worked hard, and behaved herself properly, and Boaz noticed her. He made sure that she was safe, and that she had plenty of food. He told her to come back to his field every day of the harvest. Ruth gathered enough food to provide for herself and Naomi for a long time. Naomi was very thankful for Ruth, and she decided to do something to help her. Naomi knew that it might be possible to arrange for Ruth to marry Boaz, her rich relative.
4. According to the law of Israel, family property should always stay in the same family. It was not possible for any man to sell his family property, but he was allowed to rent it for a certain number of years. When an Israelite died, his property was inherited by his son. If the man had no son, the property would be inherited by the closest family relative. It was much better that a son would inherit the property, so the law said that the widow had the right to ask her late husband’s brother to marry her. If they married, their first son would inherit the property of the brother who died. (Deut. 25:5-10)

5. Of course, there are many reasons that a man might not want to marry his brother’s widow. Maybe he already had a wife, and did not want another one! The law allowed the man to refuse to marry the widow, but there was a penalty. He would be brought before the elders at the gate of the city, and they would try to convince him to accept his responsibility to marry her. If he refused to do his duty, they would have a ceremony that marked him as a man of dishonor. They would have one of his shoes removed, as a sign of shame. The uncovered foot was considered to be a disgrace. The brother’s wife was allowed to spit in his face, and proclaim that he was not an honorable man. For the rest of his life, he was known as “the man who had his shoe loosed”.
6. Since Ruth was the widow of an Israelite, she had the legal right to ask her kinsman (relative) to marry her. She was not familiar with all the Israelite laws and customs, but Naomi knew just what to do. At the end of the barley harvest, there was always a celebration at the threshing floor. When the threshing of the grain was all finished, the owner of the field would provide an evening feast for his workers. After the meal, the master would sleep outside with the pile of grain, to protect it until the next day, when it would be put into storage.
7. Naomi told Ruth exactly what to do, according to Jewish customs. She told Ruth to wash and anoint herself, and to put on some proper clothing. She told her to go in the evening to the threshing floor, and wait at a distance until the feast was done, and the master had gone to sleep. Then Ruth was to go quietly up to the sleeping man, and uncover his feet! She would then lie down near his feet and wait for him to tell her what to do.

8. Ruth followed all these instructions. Boaz woke up, because his feet were cold, and he saw her lying by his feet. He asked, “Who are you?” She answered, “I am Ruth your servant. Spread your skirt over me, because you are a close relative.” Boaz understood exactly what she meant. His feet had been uncovered to remind him of his responsibility to marry his relative’s wife. He was happy that she wanted him to marry her, but he knew that there was one other man who was a closer relative than he was. He promised to marry her, if the other man did not want to. He gave her a large portion of barley to take home with her.

9. Ruth went home, but she was worried that maybe Boaz would not be able to marry her. Naomi told her not worry. She knew that Boaz was a clever man, and that he would know just what to do. Naomi told Ruth that Boaz would be sure to settle everything that very same day. Boaz went to the city gate and waited for the other kinsman to come along. When he saw him, he greeted him and invited him to sit there among the elders of the city. He said, “You know how our kinsman Elimelech died in Moab. His widow is selling their land, and maybe you would like to buy it. You are the closest relative, and I am the next in line. If you don’t want to buy it, I would be glad to buy it myself.”
10. The other kinsman said, “I will be glad to buy that land.” Boaz might have been disappointed, but he knew what to say. He told the other kinsman that it was his duty to marry Ruth if he would buy the land. The other man said, “Oh my! I can’t do that. It would interfere with my own family and inheritance. You should buy the land.” Everybody could tell that Boaz wanted to marry Ruth, and they were very happy for him. They did a little ceremony, and the other kinsman pulled off his shoe and gave it to Boaz. They did not spit in his face or call him shameful names. The agreement was very friendly and in good humor, because they all knew that Boaz was glad to do the duty of a kinsman. All the people at the gate said kind words of blessing to Boaz.
11. Ruth and Boaz were soon married. They had a son named Obed. Naomi helped to take care of this child, and she was very happy in her old age. Obed grew up to become a famous man in Israel. He had a son named Jesse, and Jesse had a son named David, who became the king of Israel! 1000 years after David died, one of his descendants was born in Bethlehem, the same town where Ruth once gleaned in the barley fields. That “Son of David” was, of course, Jesus Christ. Because Ruth turned from idols, and trusted God, she became the great-grandmother of King David, and she became one of the ancestors of Jesus Christ. 
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 77 - “Samuel’s Praying Mother”.
