Lesson 63 worksheet - Israel: Judges
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Joshua died, Israel had been out of Egypt for about 70 years. God had blessed them with two great leaders. Moses led them for 40 years, and Joshua led them for almost 30 years. These two leaders trusted God and depended on Him to show them where to go and what to do. Sometimes they made mistakes, but usually they led the people to do what God wanted.
2. Joshua was 110 years old when he died. Except for Caleb, the rest of the men of Israel were much younger than Joshua. If Joshua had been about 40 when he was one of the 12 spies, and all the men 20 and older had died in the wilderness, then Joshua was at least 20 years older than the rest of the Israelites. The oldest of them would have been about 90 when Joshua died.
3. Israel followed after God as long as Joshua lived. After he died, there was not one great leader for the nation. The tribes were settled in to their own portions of land, and the people were led by the elders of their own tribes. Many of the elders had known Joshua, and had served with him during the years in the wilderness, and during the war to conquer the Promised Land. As long as these elders lived, who had known Joshua, Israel continued to follow the Lord.
4. The main war was over, but there were still some Canaanites living in some parts of the land. Each tribe was expected to fight and drive out the remaining enemies in their territory. God told the tribe of Judah to start first, and to defeat their local enemy, King Adonibezek. The men of Judah felt like they needed some help, so they made a deal with the tribe of Simeon. The two tribes would work together to fight Judah’s enemies, then they would fight together against Simeon’s enemies.
5. King Adonibezek had an army of Canaanites and Perizzites. The men of Judah and Simeon fought them, and killed 10,000 men. Adonibezek ran away from the battle, but the Israelites chased him and captured him. Before they executed him, they punished him by cutting off his thumbs and his big toes. This seems very harsh, but it was a just punishment. Adonibezek was famous for doing the same thing to every king that he conquered. 
6. Adonibezek admitted that he had cut off the thumbs and big toes of 70 kings. This made them unable to fight. They would not be able to hold a sword, or shoot arrows, or run to battle, or run to escape. Adonibezek humiliated these conquered kings by making them eat under his tables, where he could throw them scraps of food and kick at them as they tried to eat. Now it was his turn to be conquered and humiliated. Before Adonibezek died, he said, “As I have done, so God has repaid me”. His example reminds us of the Bible principle, “You shall reap what you sow.”
7. Judah drove out all the Canaanites in the mountains, but they were not able to defeat all of the enemies in the valleys. The Bible says the Lord was with them, so it was not God’s fault that they did not defeat all their enemies. They must have let their fear of the enemy’s iron chariots keep them from trusting God to give them victory. The tribe of Benjamin also failed to drive out all their enemies. They allowed some of the Jebusites to remain living among them in Jerusalem. Years later, the Jebusites would take over Jerusalem, and Israel would have to fight to retake the city.
8. The tribe of Ephraim went up to Bethel to drive the Canaanites out of that city. They saw that the city walls were strong, so they looked around for the best way of attack. They captured a man who came out of the city, and promised to let him and his family go free if he would show them an entrance to the city. He agreed to help them, and they conquered the city. The man and his family were set free, and he went to another country and built a new city there.
9. Judges chapter 1 tells us that many of the tribes failed to drive away the Canaanites from their land. After a while, they gave up trying to fight against them. They got used to having them there, and they decided to collect money from them rather than drive them out, as God had said. After a few years, the Israelites became interested in the false gods that the Canaanites worshipped. Slowly, but surely, God’s people started to turn away from God. This was the exact reason that God had commanded them to drive out all of the Canaanites.
10. If we look at the nation of Israel as a picture of a Christian’s life, we can learn a valuable lesson. When Jesus saved us, he gave us eternal life, and forgave all of our sins, but we will not be perfect and sinless until we get to Heaven. Every day, we need to fight against the sin in our lives. Satan has strong holds in our lives of sinful habits and evil thoughts. God wants us to defeat all of these enemies. He does not want us to show any mercy to our own sins. We need to fight against them all the time. We should never make peace with sin, or it will eventually get control over us, and make us weak in our service for God.

11. An angel appeared to the leaders of Israel with an angry message from God. He reminded them that God had brought them out of Egypt, and had brought them into their land. God had told them not to make peace with the inhabitants of the land. He told them to drive them away and to throw down their altars. Then He said, “ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?” God told His disobedient people that since they had refused to drive out their enemies, He was not going to help them drive out any more of them. The remaining Canaanites were going to stay in the land, and they would cause trouble for Israel, like “thorns in their sides”. The Israelites wept bitterly when they heard this sad word of judgment.
12. Judges 2:7 tells us, “the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel.” Verse 2:10 says, “there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.” This next generation forgot about God and turned to false gods. This all happened within about 45 years after Joshua died.
13. A familiar pattern of Israel’s history is described in Joshua 2. The people sinned. God punished them by allowing their enemies to oppress them. The people cried out to God for help. God sent them a judge to lead them to victory over their enemies. The people lived for God for a while, and then they sinned again. Each time this cycle was repeated, Israel’s sin got worse.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 64 - “Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar”.
